
ONE OF THE BEST j
500 MILE TOURS

A. A. A. Expert Outlines Route
Tliof Annnitlc til Him

the Most.

Whoever plans a tour of several days'
duration naturally wishes it to include
lust as great a vraiety of scenery as

possible, without, of course, sacrificing
very much in the way of good roads
and satisfactory hotel accommodations,
sais Deon A. Dickinson of the A. A. A.
Moreover, most motorists are also interestedto a certain extent in points of
historic interest, even though lack of
Uuio precludes anything more than a

Cursory Inspection of these latter. Those
residing in and near New York city are

peculiarly fortunate from a motoring
standpoint because every trunk route
ladlatlnir from that point provides excel-
leiu road surfaces and each of them
leads eventually to regions that a/ford
a maximum of touring desiderata in the
way of scenery, good hotels and historic
landmarks.
Hence it 1b, that the task of selecting

a three-day tour which "will consume
about 600 miles is really quite easy on

account of the wealth of available possibilities.In point of fact it is possible
to pick out half a dozen tours, all of
vbich will fulfill the above requirements
in a very satisfactory manner. If possible,however, it is obviously deslraole
to Include Just as much scenic variety as

practicable, incorporating ihe mounta'iis
and the seashore as well as rivets and
lakes. Not every tour affords all of
these, but there Is one at least that falls
within this category and for this reason *:
i' nan uucn scicvwju *ui ucluhw|
tlon here.
The first section of the route in <piestloncoincides with the well known BostonPost Road all the way to Sprtngileld,

running first ulong the north shore of
Long Island Sound to New Haven \ia
New Kochelle, Mamaroneck, Rye, I'ortchester,Greenwich, Stamford, Nortvalk
and Bridgeport. The logical stopping
point for luncheon the first day Is New
Haven; this Is seventy-live miles from
New York and Is well provided with
hotels and restaurants. The Boston
Post Road as far as this point is practi-
cally unmistakable, being marked l>y red
bauds on the poles. Both Bridgeport
and New Haven are Important Industrialcities, the former 'having attained
during the late war a premier position
as a center for the manufacture of arms
and ammunition as well as military and
naval munitions of all kinds. New
Haven's chief claim to fame, however,
Ilea not in her manufactured products,
hut is rather dependent on the fact that
the city is the seat of Yale University.
The next section of the tour, from

New Haven to Hartford, is over an excellentblue banded highway running
northeast via Wallingford.JVleridcn and
Berlin. The latter half of this road,
from Merlden to Hartford, is paved with
concrete throughout and is undoubtedly
one of the finest examples of this type
of construction to be found anywhere in
the Eastern States. Moriden Is a bustling
little manufacturing city, while Hartfordhas the honor of being the capital
of Connecticut, as well as the leading insurancecenter of the country. Between
Hartford and Springfield there are two
nvuitahlr. rnuils one fnllowinir cither side
of the majestic Connecticut Ftlver. Both
of these aj-e paved and both are marked
with blue hands on the poles throughout,
but that along the east side of the river
from East Hartford undoubtedly providesthe better surface. The distance
from New Haven to Springfield is 65
miles, making the total run for the day
140 miles. Springfield is well provided
with good hotels, its principal points of
interest to visltoiB being the beautiful
group of municipal buildings and the
Government arsenal.
Thus far the tour under consideration
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rias excelled primarily In the matter of
oads and hotels, without anything very
emarkable having developed In the way
if scenery. The run provided for the
second day, however, more than atones
lor this deficiency because It includes,
lC£± "" Hflvo a Inn or »hr> nr^t.

tiest part of the Connecticut Valley,
next a trip over the truly wonderful
Mohawk Trail; then. In quick '.succession,the famous Berkshlres and the
Green Mounttins of southern Vermont.
Leaving Springfield by running north
along Maine street, the route first crosses
a long bridge over the Connecticut River
into West Springfield and then turns

nprth, following a blue banded highway
through the outskirts of Holyoke, then
through Northampton and north through
the quaint old village of Deerfleld Into
Greenfield. Holyoke Is an Important
manufacturing city with many paper
mills, while Northampton Is noted chiefly
as the seat of the well known Smith
College for women. The region hereaboutsmay Justly be regarded as one
of the most Important educational centersof the country, because. In aridities
to Smith College, it contains no less
than three nationally known Institutions
of learning. One of these. Mount HolyokeCollege for women, is located at
South Haclley Center, only five miles
to the southeast, while the pretty little
village of Amherst, eight miles from

Hon, contains both Amherst College and
Massachusetts State Agricultural College.
Those with a taste for things historic

will find In Old Deerflcld (about four
miles south of Greenfield) a veritable
embarrassment of riches. This venerableold towh was a frontier outpost In
the early Colonial days, and as such was

subjected to a severe attack by the Indiansduring King Phillip's War. In fact,
the town was sacked and almost completelydestroyed, most of the male inhabitantsbeing killed and Rome of the
women and children carried into captivity.Its elm-shaded main street is still
strongly reminiscent of its Importance In
the early days, some of the anclenl
houses dating back to the latter part ol
ine ocvviimjwiui vcmuij-.
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Upon reaching Greenfield (38 miles
from Springfield) the tourist will abandonthe Connecticut River valley by
turning square to the left and heading
westward along the famous Mohawk
Trail. Almost Immediately the road
begins Its long upward climb toward
the highlands of the Berkshlree, though
the rise Is not at all pronounced unti'
the village of Ch&rlemont is left behind.
At this point, however, the grade Increasesrather sharply and is maintained
with scarcely a break for several miles
straight through to the summit of HoosacMountain. The view at this point Is
magnificent, embracing as it does the
entire Berkshire region for many miles
In all directions. The drop down the
western slope of the mountain Is very
steep, and It is essential that brakes b*
in perfect order to Insure against disasterthat would otherwise be sudden and
sure.

After having surmounted the formidableharrier of Hoosac Mountain the
route now proceeds westward through
the busy little manufacturing town of
North Adams and then along a fine new
concrete road Into the academic communityof Wllllamstown. This stately
little village Is noted as the seat of still
another institution of learning, Williams
College. It is likewise well provided
with hotels of the better type, and hence
makes an deal stopping point for luncheon^The distance from Springfield to
Wllllamstown is 79 miles.
rorunea wiin an eaceueni luncneon,

the tourist now Invades Vermont, but
tor a short time only. After turning
right at Wllllamstown, the road runs
north through Pownal to Bennington,
where is located the lofty and beautiful
Battle Monument. Here a turn to the
left Is made, the road shortly crossing
the State line into New York. Just
beyond the next village, which Is Hooslck,the route turns north again
through Hooslck Falls and North Hoosickto Cambridge, and then west again
to Schuylerville, following good State
highways throughout, even though the

t route as a whole is distinctly of the *ig'Tag variety. The scenery throughout
this portion of the tour Is unusually line
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to Glens Falls and then along the bluebandedmain highway direct to Lake
George, which is the terminus of the
second day's run. The distance from
Springfield to Lake George is 159 miles.
Inasmuch as Lake George is extremelypopular as a sunnier re.vort, tin- touristwill And ample accommodations f'-r

an overnight stop. In fact, the scenery
Is so superb that most people will wish
to tarry ror a day or iwti to enjoy it
to the utmost. Eventually leaving with
reluctance this gem of Inland waters,
the return route to New York leads
south via Luzerne to Saratoga, and then
through Mechanlcsvilie and Cohoea to
Albarty (72 tnlles). From this point the
Albany Post Road Is followed all the
way back to New York, running via
Hudson, Rhtnebeck, Pouglikeepsle and
Peeksklll. The entire route front Lake
George to New York Is plainly marked
by blue bands on the poles, the total distancefor the run being 220 miles. Excellenthotels will be found at Saratoga,
Albany, Rhlnebeck and Poughlteepsie.
The entire route as outlined above romprlaes619 miles and the roads are all
good State macadam and concrete.

SERVICE DEPARTMENT.
I have Just had my three passenger

roadster overhauled, the carbon has
been removed, valves ground, tappets
adjusted, carbureter adjusted, oiling
system refilled with fresh oil and am

using the best grade of gasoline, In
spite of which I get but eleven or twelve
miles a gallon, la there anytning ei.se
that can be done to Increase the mileage?A. D. It.
There are any number of things which

may be done to decrease fuel consumption.The real cause of the poor economy
In your case Is probably the fact that
the engine Is tight and the other parts
similarly affected by the overhauling. A
hundred miles or so of running should
serve to "run-In" the parts, so that less
energy and consequently fuel will be
needed to overcome the Internal resistance.

Will too much tire chalk used In a

casing Injure the tire In any way?
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Also are oversize tires better than the
regular size? P.
Too much tire talc Is apt to Injure the

inner tube. The excess f rms In lumps,
which cause excessive w<ar. The oversizetire Itself Is made of the same materialsas th$ regular, but the laiger
volume of air and greater amount ot
material makes the oversize wear

longer on the average car. Another
advantage of the oversize is that with
the same load as O-f regular size the
pressure can be reduced a little and
thus the Aiding qualities are increuseu.

A connecting rod broke !n my engine
right in the middle and I claim 1 ought
to get a replacement because of de-
fectlve material. Can a rod break in
the middle from any other cause.

K. 11. n.
While It is possible for defective metal

to have been the cause, it also is quite
likely that Improper alignment of tha
rod caused the trouble. Or \)i the bearingwas re ently tightened and brougiit
up too much this might induce excessivestrain on the rod, which would
break at Us weakest point.

The steering wheel of my car has
developed an alarming looseness. I
have to turn the wheel four inches or
more before the wheels move. How
can I adjust the steering gear to make
the wheel tight again? C.

in the steering gears at the bottom of
the post; It may he In the ball joints
at either end of the drag link. In the
knuckles or In the tie rod. Sjtart at
the steering post and work along toIward the front wheels, taking up the
play In each location, but do not tighten
too much. There must be a slight play
at the wheel to take up the motion
engendered through the ordinary Jolts
of travel.

After I shift Into high with my car
it takes a minute or more before the
car picks up when I step on the ac|celerator. This Is so on second or on
first. I haven't been able to dope out
the reason for It. Can you help me?

Q. H.
The trouble lies In the clutch, which
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is slipping. The facing is probably <

worn or the adjustment may be out of
order. Try to accelerate slowly instead i
of in a rush. But I would certainly give
the clutch an overhauling and cure
the trouble at the source. < I

,

X have a four cylinder Butrk which t

use* a lot of gas ami cannot pull up
a hill without stalling, and then i j

have to shift into second or low. The t
spark is good, but it will miss for a 1
while, and then it will be all right t
again. K.
A clear case of too rich a mixture.

Cutdown the amount of. gasoline fed
so an to thin the mixture, and 1 am
sure your trouble will vanish,

Q. Would it be possible for n storage
battery to fall if only one cell was out
of order? I have been told that two
eel:* of rny battery are all right, yet it
i.r s not function properly. J. J. K.

A. If one cell is completely dry it may
cause an open circuit and the whole batterywill fall. This trouble may be due
to a broken Jar.

Q. How can I clean the top of my
car? I have been told that gasoline is
bad to use. A. <5. H.

A. The tcp should be cleaned with
soap suds and water. Rub the suds in
well all over the top and wash with
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dear water. L'ae good caatile aoap.
Jasoline, kerosene and similar liquid*
'uln the layer of rubber In the top.

Q. Who makes the best wire wheels
tor attachment to the Ford car and how
nuch does the complete equipment
:o»t ? L. L.
A. If you will Inclose a stamped and

tddressed envelope a list of manufae*
urers of wire whe,el equipment for
fords will be sent you. It ia too long
o publish here.
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